
 
 
 

Celebrating Ontario Public  
Library Week 

Join us on a short tour of a sampling of the  
For the Love of Grey Barn Quilt Trail. 

Feel free to enjoy more of the quilts and see more of the 
stories by visiting their website for more information. 

www.fortheloveofgreybqt.com 

 



Let us begin in Priceville, On 

 
 

Host: Doug & Mary Harrison. 
Location: 154 Kinross St, Priceville, ON 

 
Like most who have a barn quilt there is a story behind their quilt.  With ours, I have 
always loved seeing them and after going on the "For the Love of Grey Barn Quilt" 
trail with Lorraine and then hearing Hiliary and Lorraine speak at the library in 
Flesherton, we decided to have one made.  What better way to celebrate the 150th 
Anniversary of Confederation than to celebrate by having a barn quilt placed on our 
property in Priceville. 
 
Looking for a design, we found the perfect design and picked the colours!  Our 
garden shed was the perfect place to display the quilt, behind our historical 1870's 
home in Priceville, where I grew up and we retired to.  Doug's Mom was a wonderful 
quilter and we have quilts that she made and my Mom took part in the quilting bees 
in Priceville.  I guess both Doug and I grew up with quilts in our homes.  Nothing like 
a handmade quilt!  
 



Once you have viewed the Harrison’s Barn Quilt please return to 
Grey County Rd 4 and head east to Flesherton. Once in Flesherton 

turn right at the traffic lights to head to… 

 
 

Grey Highlands History 
Owned by: Grey Highlands Public Library 

Sponsored by: The Municipality of Grey Highlands 
Located: 101 Highland Drive, Flesherton, ON 

 
The Barn Quilt displayed at the Grey Highlands Public Library celebrates our 
heritage and expresses features of our landscape and daily life.   Quilt blocks 

often are “representational,” – that is to say, ideas quilters wish to convey 
through textile artistry, are expressed symbolically rather than as exact picture 

images.  Following is an explanation of the use of symbols in this quilt.  
Looking at the quilt, four small blocks are placed within a larger block known 
as the “disappearing nine- patch.”  At the bottom is a log cabin block with the 
traditional red square in the centre which represents the heart of the home – 
the kitchen with the cookstove.  Log cabins represent housing, both primitive 

and modern.  
          At the top is a circular block.  Note how the white spokes give the 

impression of a wheel.  Wheels enable transportation and are used for farm 
and machine work.  In Grey Highlands, we can’t go far without our wheels. 



The transportation and community development motifs are also expressed by 
the railway border that wraps the quilt.  It reminds us of trains that transported 

passengers and cargo. It is also a symbolic reference to the “underground 
railway” that transported black slaves to freedom in Canada and enabled them 

to settle in rural communities.  
          In the right quadrant, a flying geese block represents wildlife.  In Grey 

Highlands we see deer, coyotes, birds and butterflies.  
The red triangles in this block are placed in windmill formation. Traditional 

windmills harnessed the wind to pump water from wells-primarily for livestock 
watering but sometimes for farm home water needs. We still see decaying 

windmills on our farmland. 
          The left block also contains flying geese triangles.  The green and 

yellow colours symbolize agriculture.  Crops spring up green and ripen to gold 
at harvest, representing seasons and time.  In the centre of this block, the 

white and yellow triangles form an hourglass pattern which further develops 
the concept of time.  Additionally, the green triangles can be viewed as 

arrowheads to acknowledge the first 
people who lived here.  

          The brown around the small blocks represents a rail fence to 
acknowledge cedar split rail fences built by farmers and settlers.  The three 

primary colours of red, yellow and blue balance visual impressions in art and 
the earthy colours of grey, green and brown develop the nature theme.  

          Creating the Barn Quilt for the Library was a definite quilting challenge: 
choosing colours and geometrical shapes and telling a story about Grey 

Highlands landscape, history and community in a visually pleasing, special 
and beautiful art quilt was an achievement!  We expect that as the library barn 

quilt is recognized as a local landmark, it will be enjoyed for many years.  
  

Special thanks to:  
• Gayle Larmond, local quilter- for design expertise and pattern creation and 

for writing the Quilt Story  
 • Hiliary Breadner, For the Love of Grey Barn Quilt Trail, for consultation, 

design, construction and painting.  
• Friends of the Flesherton Library- for design consultation and approval  

• Wilda Allen, CEO/Chief Librarian for generating ideas to be expressed by the 
Barn Quilt and leading the barn quilt project to completion 

 
 

Return to Highway 10 and head north through the lights  
until you see.. 



 
 

North Star - A Settler's Guide 
Owned by : South Grey Museum 

Sponsored by: The Municipality of Grey Highlands 
Located: 40 Hwy. 10 (Sydenham Street), Flesherton, ON  

 
Part of the For the Love of Grey Barn Quilt Tour, this design is based on the 
North Star quilt pattern. The star marks the geographic North Pole and was 
used by travellers to guide their path. It was significant to the Underground 

Railway, which drew people following the North Star to freedom. Early Black 
settlers who predated local survey and the 

Scots and Irish pioneers who came after them to this area would have used 
the star to trek into the thick bush. Families gained freedom and free land 

here. They cleared the land and put it under crop to earn their land grant and 
the opportunity to buy the adjacent 50 acres. Thus by following the North Star 

their efforts rippled out to create the farms 
of today. The quilt colours represent dark green forest, light green cleared 

land and yellow wheat crops. 



Once you have seen the North Star, continue on Hwy 10 north to 
Markdale. Once in Markdale turn right at the second traffic light 

onto Grey Rd 12. The next quilt on the tour is… 
 

 
Lemon Family Quilt 

Host: The Lemon, Martin, Campbell & Squire Families 
Located:075514 Grey Rd 12, 

Markdale Ontario 
 

The Lemon family has been involved in farming their whole life, Sam & Marilyn 
have raised 4 children on the farm that Sam was born & raised on, Owned by 
Herb & Wilda Lemon. Marilyn Parents George & Blanche Sutherland farmed 

on a farm west of Chatsworth and were life members of the Chatsworth 
Agricultural society. Blanche was a life member of the Keward Women’s 
Institute as well Wilda Lemon was a life member of the Goring Women’s 

Institute. Quilting was always a part of our homes as both ladies were known 
for their handmade and hand quilted quilts. We received quilts as gifts & our 

children received quilts as wedding gifts. Favourite quilts were Colonial 
Ladies, Log Cabin & Wedding Ring,  

Our Family chose “Bethlehem Star Double wedding ring” as our pattern for our 
barn quilt. We are members of the Temple Hill/Walters Falls United Pastoral 



Charge and involved with the Walk Through Bethlehem Pageant held each 
December. Several of our grandchildren portrayed baby Jesus in the pageant 

so “Bethlehem Star” design has a special meaning for our family. 
Our Family chose the pattern, help paint and hung our quilt at our daughters 

farm at RR #3 on Country Rd 12 Shannon & Craig Martin. It is erected on their 
shed close to the road where it can be admired easily by passer-by.  

Thanks To the Rocklyn Agricultural Society for sponsoring this project of 
beautification to our community. 

 

 Continuing North on Grey Road 12 your next stop will be… 

 
Double Wedding Ring for May Boyd 

Owned by: Shirley Ann Fulford & Greg Osburn 
Located : 076238 Grey Rd 12, 

Markdale Ontario 
 

This romantic quilt is in memory of May Boyd – An Inspirational Woman. It is 
proudly displayed on the family farm of Gregory Osburn & Shirley Ann, 
Hannah & Travis Fulford. May Boyd dedicated 60 years to the Rocklyn 

Agricultural Society. May had a passion for creating beautiful quilts. May 
donated many hours to quilting and ticket selling of quilts that were used as a 

major fund-raiser for the Rocklyn Ag Society. The “Double Wedding Ring” 
symbolizes the circle of love and the connection between May’s family, 



friends, and the love and passion that she put into everything she did. May 
Boyd will always be remembered. 

 
 Head north to Goring and turn right at the Stop Sign. You will see 

the next two on the same property. 

 
Breadner's Log Cabin 
Owned by: Wayne & Valerie Breadner 
Sponsored by: Breadner Agrominerals 

Located : 725481 Grey Rd 12, 
Markdale Ontario 

 
The Breadner Family immigrated to Canada in the 1840's from Keady, County 
Armagh in Northern Ireland. The Breadner family settled the land where the 

Barn Quilt is today all the way to the Temple Hill Corner. At first, the settlers of 
the Temple Hill area gathered in the home of William Breadner, walking as far 
as six miles through the bush, to attend Church. In 1859 the congregation built 

a log church located on the corner of Mr. Breadner's property where the 
cemetery is today. The group of people decided to call the church Temple Hill 
after the church in Ireland where the Breadner's had attended before coming 

to Canada. After already enlarging the log church the congregation grew 
larger and they purchased the parcel of land on the corner of Lot 21, 

Concession B from James Boyd. The church was built in 1887 for $2,105.00 



with the congregation providing some of the material. In 1905 William 
Breadner was killed when felling a tree in the bush. He was the first person to 
be buried in what is now the Temple Hill Cemetary, after his wife donated the 

land. Eliza (his wife) also walked to Meaford to sell butter to pay for his casket. 
The farm is still being worked by the 6th and 7th generation of Breadner's to 

farm the land. The log house where Wayne and Valerie raised their three 
children was built in 1983 by Wayne. With over 170 years of farming, family, 

and community in our blood it is great to see the tradition stay alive! 

 

 
Host: the late Nancy Breadner 

725418 Grey Rd 12, Markdale ON 
Celtic Tree of Life is the barn quilt that my granddaughter  Hiliary designed for 

us, to commemorate the history of my late husband, Mac's, ancestors the 



Breadner's  who came from  Keady,  County Armagh  Ireland in the 1840's. 
My family came from the same place in Ireland in 1928. The Breadner Century 

farm is run by Wayne Breadner and his daughter Hiliary at Temple Hill, the 
land has been farmed by the Breadner Family for 7 generations. The Quilt 

signifies deep roots in heritage and farming that has always been at the heart 
of our family. The heart in the centre of the roots shows that everything comes 

from a place of love.  
 

Continue east through the Temple Hill Corner to gaze at… 

 
The Bird 

Owned by: Paul & Lorraine Irwin 
Sponsored by: Pure Music Garlic Products 

Located : Boars Rock Farm 
136407 Grey Rd 12, 

Meaford Ontario 
 

I grew up on a chicken farm and simply the Baird Rock chicken was my 
mother's favourite breed of poultry. She always had a rooster follow her and 
called it salt and pepper, she loved that bird. Now years later Paul and I have 
layers and only the Baird Rock we will ever have as I love them too. I miss my 
mom and know she would be proud that I remember her. I honour her memory 

this way. 
 

http://www.puremusicgarlic.com/


Continuing straight towards Rocklyn, be sure to stop for… 

 
Caledonia Cow 

Owned by : Don & Debbie Catto 
Located: 725564 Sideroad 22B, Markdale, Ontario 

 
Meet “Wiley”, representing our barn filled with happy dairy cows owned by the 
family of Brian and Jon Wiley. We have recently restored the barn. The “bones 

“of it are original and  it’s basic structure remains the same. It originally was 
situated on what was called The Meaford Tank Range, now the Canadian 

Forces Base Training Centre. It was dismantled sometime after 1942 when 
the Canadian Government took over the land. It was reassembled here in the 

late 1940’s. 
This community was first populated by people who came from in and around 

Keady in Northern Ireland. William John Boyd, the first owner of this farm, 
came in the mid to late 1800s and was the first owner of this land, and 

probably was the builder of this house. He sold the land just west of here upon 
which the present Temple Hill Church was built in 1887. He is buried across 

from the church in the Temple Hill Cemetery.  
This heritage is honoured by Irish Shamrocks in 2 of the corners of our barn 
quilt. Our family heritage is from Scotland, hence the Scottish Thistles in the 

other 2 corners and the name Caledonia Farm. 
 



Once you have arrived at the stop sign in Rocklyn, turn right for a 
brief stop at the Arena to check out… 

 
Rocklyn Community Quilt 

Host & Sponsor: Rocklyn Community Groups 
Located: 156371 7th Line, 

Meaford Ontario 
 

In what seems like the sleepy little hamlet of Rocklyn, Ontario resides a 
thriving community center where volunteerism runs deep in our roots. The 

quilt represents 10 local community groups who use the arena on a regular 
basis. They are the Rocklyn Agricultural Society, Center Grey Lions, Friends 

of the Rocklyn Arena, the Rocklyn 4H Clubs, Rocklyn Junior Farmers, the 
Rocklyn Skating Club, Rocklyn Kids Hockey, the Father's Day Car and Tractor 
Show, Rocklyn Country Theatre, Women's Institute and the Temple Hill United 
Church. The Euphrasia Memorial Centre was built in 1972 on the grounds of 

the original Hall built in 1896. The original Hall was a post and beam structure 
originally built for the cattle shows at the annual Fall Fair. In 1906 they built a 
two story Exhibition Hall to have two floors of space to put all the fair displays. 

In 1949 the Agricultural Society obtained grants from the government and 



local residents donated time and materials to upgrade the arena. But later it 
was deemed that the structure was unfit by the new building codes which led 

to the construction of a new community centre.  The community members 
fundraised to build the Arena up to code in 1972. In the back, behind the hall 
is the shed where the skaters would tie up their horses on Saturday Nights. 
The Memorial Gates were erected to commemorate those who fought in the 

war and were built into the new Arena when it was rebuilt. This is still the 
entrance way to the Rocklyn Arena. The old Euphrasia Township was 

amalgamated into the Municipality of Grey Highlands in 2001. There has been 
many changes in the arena, from oil lamps to electricity, an open ice surface 

to an enclosed skating rink. As well as many activities like community dances, 
celebrations, 150 annual fall fairs, curling, ice skating, hockey, cattle showing, 

weddings, and much more. One thing has stayed the same since the mid 
1800's, the Rocklyn area is a strong, vibrant group of people that have always 

been focused on community. 
 

Once you have taken the time to take in all of its glory, head back to 
the stop sign and turn right. At the next stop sign at Grey Rd 7 turn 

left to see this beauty… 
 

 
Campbell's Celtic Knot 



Owned by: Kevin & Stacey Campbell 
Sponsored by: Tovinler Farms 
Located : 196410 Grey Rd 7, 

Meaford Ontario 
 

The Infinity (Celtic) Knot design was chosen to represent our endless 
intertwining and looping of Family & Farming. Red, Black & White were 

chosen to represent Love, Life, Passion, Purity, Fertility, Holsteins & Canada 

  
 Continue North on Grey Road 7, turning left onto the next concession 
at Sideroad 25. Following Sideroad 25 for one concession until the 

stop sign at the 7th Line. Turn right and continue until you see… 

 
 

Maples & Massey's 
Owned by: Murray and Mary Lou Caswell 

Located : 156724 7th Line, 
Meaford Ontario 

 
The Farm where the Barn Quilt is located is E ½ Lot 27 Con 7 Grey Highlands 

( Formerly Euphrasia) and is approx 100 acres. It would be taken from the 
Crown in the Late 1850’s or 1860’s like other properties in the area. We are 



not aware of the original or subsequent owners. The 1895 on the barn I 
believe is when the original main part of the barn would have been built, 

George and Mable Sewell would purchase the Farm in the early 1940’s. They 
would put the Farm name “Maple Grove'' on the barn. The connection of 

course is to the Maple bush at the back of the farm. This is of course reflected 
in barn quilt with the maple leaf around the border. We have many fond 

memories of coming to visit Mable with her large quilt in the front room with 
her working away at it watching what the daily activities were happening on 

the farm. The farm would be purchased in 1996 by the Caswell Farms (Murray 
& Kevin) from the Sewell’s. It would continue to be farmed with livestock and 

crops. The symbol in the centre of the quilt is of course from a long time 
tractor brand Massey Ferguson formally Massey – Harris. This connection to 

the barn quilt goes back to our Dad’s (Wilfred) first tractor which was a 
Massey- Harris model 30 in 1953. The Massey Ferguson brand has been and 
continues even today to be the brand of choice at Caswell Farms. Currently 

the farm is operated by Murray, Kevin and Grant as a part of our total farming 
business. This operation is being farmed by the third generation of the 

Caswell Family. 
 
 
 

Continue to the stop sign, head straight through and down  
the hill to view… 

 



Tulloch's Tartan Star 
Owned by : Brian & Angela Tulloch 

Located: 156918 7th Line, Meaford Ontario 
 

Thomas Tulloch immigrated from Scotland when he was 17. He found his way 
to Grey County and married Muriel McNalty. They had 2 children, Ronald and 

Ruth. Ronald married Barbara Rennie and they had 3 children, Sharon, 
Debbie and Brian. Brian carried on the Tulloch name and when he married 
Angela McInnis they had 4 children. Three sons Alexander, Spencer and 

Cameron and one daughter Dana. The 8 point star is divided into four 
sections. Each section represents a generation of Tullochs in Canada, better 

yet in Grey County! The plaid used in our quilt is the Tulloch tartan from 
Scotland.  

 
 
 

Make U turn at the corner and head back up to Grey Road 40. Once 
at the stop sign turn right to head west on Grey Rd 40. Go straight 

through the stop sign and take a look at… 

 
Foster Family Pinwheel 

Owned by: Brenda & Larry Foster 
Located: 825540 Grey Rd 40, Meaford Ontario 



 
Three very distinct families have lived on this property since it was settled 

prior to 1851. The original settlers, the Patterson’s, have their Scottish tartan 
commemorated through the blue and green of the quilt. The Sparling family 
carried on in the farming ways and are represented by the blue and yellow, 

colours prominent in their English family crest. The third family to reside here 
bring two different lineages, Foster being remembered through the green and 
yellow of their family crest, and the Dutch heritage of Reinders evident in the 
orange pinwheel. Each colour also represents the agricultural history of the 

property: 
Brown - the fertility of soil, to provide a base for plants to grow. 

Blue – the life-giving force of water, abundant in the creeks and in the 
closeness of Georgian Bay 

Green – spring, the new growth of crops and the promise of an abundant 
harvest 

Yellow – the brightness and necessity of the sun, without which none of this is 
possible 

Orange – harvest-time, a thanksgiving for all that has been gathered and 
accomplished throughout the season. 

 
Continue west on Grey Rd 40, turning left on the 11th Line. Continue 

south approximately 3kms until you see.. 

 



Grand Adventure 
Owned by : Hiliary Breadner 

Sponsored by: Breadner Family Farms 
Located: 076438 11th Line, Markdale Ontario 

 
This colourful 32 point compass spoke to me as soon as I saw it. Being a 

Graphic Designer I love colour, pattern and design and the idea of a compass 
intrigued me. My family has been farming my parent's farm for many years, I 

am the 7th generation to help farm that piece of land. I have always had a 
sense that I need to uphold my family tradition and continue to farm in one 

way or another, preferably on the land that my family settled after coming over 
from Ireland. I believe that the lessons and traditions ingrained in me from my 
parents and grandparents' passion for life and farming have been guiding me, 
like a compass to the future. Both Life and Farming have come to be quite the 
adventure, full of challenges to overcome, and problems to fix. On the other 
hand though both are also full of love, laughter and cherished memories that 

will forever be remembered. Cheers to the grand adventure! 
 

Head to the corner and turn right. At the next stop sign turn left onto 
the Euphrasia- Holland Townline. Down the road on the right you 

will see… 

 



Double Wedding Ring Baltic Star 
Owned by: Kimberley & Jamie Lewis 

Sponsored by: Kimberley's Country Flowers & Wedding Decor and Jamie 
Lewis Trucking 

Located : 636276 Euphrasia/Holland Townline, 
Markdale, Ontario 

 
The Double Wedding Ring Baltic Star is important to us as we celebrate our 

10th anniversary in 2016 this is represented by the rings of the Barn Quilt. The 
star portion of the quilt is linked to the fireworks we celebrate with every year 

as our anniversary is on Canada day. I dedicated my quilt to my late 
grandmother, Blanche Caswell, who spent many hours quilting both at home 

and helping the Meaford United Church Ladies with their quilting. All 16 
grandchildren received a quilt either for a wedding present, or the younger 
ones received theirs on Christmas. Each of us has a different pattern and 

treasure these quilts. I am glad that I was able to be taught how to do this fine 
art by her. A vast array of colour was used in the designing and production of 
our Barn Quilt. My love of flowers has made my business into making other 

bride’s days as special as my own wedding. I am also glad to be a committee 
member of the For Love of Grey Barn Quilt trail. So feel free to stop in if we 

are home.  
 
 

Thank you for joining us for the tour and celebrating Ontario Public 
Library Week! From here you can continue south on the townline to 
Markdale, or we encourage you to check out the Interactive Google 
Map by going to our website. You can continue your tour and see 

many more beautiful Barn Quilts! 
 


